
Spring 2019 newsletter 

Happy new year!

Somewhere up there, above the over-stuffed clouds,  
Muffled in mist, the Snow Goose is taking flight.

It was lovely to see everyone back at Pavilion after the Christmas break and 
to welcome more new children into preschool. The children enjoyed telling us 
all about all the fun they had at Christmas and their favourite presents.  
 
We got busy straight away as polar explorers, talking about different  
Arctic and Antarctic animals and building homes for them. This led us into 
thinking about the poor birds that live around preschool and how they might 
be struggling to find food in the cold winter. Together we read lots of books 
about birds and went outside to listen out for their different songs and to spot 
them using our binoculars (and at home too!) We made lots of bird feeders 
and Gina helped us to hang them up around our new bird table - now we 
hope even more birds will visit our garden.  
 
Then came the ice and the snow, which we have LOVED! We have explored 
the ice indoors and outdoors, talking about what happens when it is broken or 
when it gets warm. Delyth and Lesley showed us how to make beautiful ice 
sculptures, which look amazing hanging from the trees. The snow hasn't 
stopped us going outside to have fun - we like getting wrapped up and stuck 
into building snowmen and making Elsa's ice palace!  
 
As usual, we've had lots of other fun along the way...making a dinosaur 
swamp, enjoying cloud dough and gloop, saving the day in our superhero 
shed, taking our pets to the vet's surgery Ruth set up for us, crawling through 
a gigantic makeshift cat's cradle (to the Mission Impossible tune, of course) 
and relaxing in our brand new tipi! 
 
Then this week, the moment we've all been waiting for... Salma's Cookery 
Club! Mmmmm...the children loved making fruity mini-cheesecakes! Sadly 
they seemed to know about all the grown-ups' new year resolutions and 
didn't make any for us! More yummy treats next week as we try lots of 
Chinese food as we talk about the Year of the Pig for Chinese New Year. 

We are delighted to announce that Ursula Roberts was elected as Chair at our 
last meeting and graciously accepted the position. Ursula is grandmother to one 
of our current children and also to one of our last year's school leavers, and has 
been supportive of Pavilion's work even before her involvement in the committee, 
notably when she kindly donated her retirement gift to our Big Build Campaign 
last year. 
 
An experienced early years teacher, Ursula is extremely well-placed to lead our 
committee and work with staff to ensure the very best for our children. She has 
thrown herself straight into work on the Big Build project, working closely with Jo 
on preparing our organisation to make bids to large-scale funders.  
 
Thank you Ursula and all of our fantastic committee of parent trustees! 

A new Chairperson for Pavilion's committee 



We are now progressing towards our switch to 
become Charity Incorporated Organisation as  
Pavilion will need this status to be eligible to apply 
for large-scale funding. Our new Chair Ursula is 
working closely with Jo on this.  
 
Our fundraising committee is now working 
alongside Suzanne Battersby from Impact 
Fundraising, who has supported us in planning out 
the fundraising project for for 2019, Pavilion's 50th 
anniversary. Special thanks to Natasha Chapman 
for her work in getting the fundraising committee 
up and running.  
 
To ensure the project maintains momentum, Jo 
has taken on additional hours to devote to Big 
Build. She has been busy finalising Pavilion's 
business plan, to map out how we would remain 
sustainable in order to attract funders.  
 
Part of this sustainability of the new building is its 
potential as a hired-space for local businesses and 
community groups. If anyone has a business that 
would like to hire the new building for 
evening/weekend classes e.g. tutoring, music, 
crafts, languages, music etc. please get in touch 
with Jo. 
 
If you would like to get involved with the Big Build 
project please get touch with Jo - we really need 
the help of as many people as we can. Remember 
you can support us through Match Funding or 
Donations in Kind.  

Big Build update
With the money raised from the Christmas 
Fayre we decided to speak to Father Christmas 
to see whether he could make us some extra- 
special things - he was more than happy as he 
said the girls and boys at Pavilion were on his 
list for being so good! When he came to visit he 
brought us new transparent sand and water 
trays, some computer programming toys and 
some funky wooden superheroes and magical 
creatures. Thank you Santa! 
 
The other things on our list took the elves much 
longer to make, so they have arrived late: a new 
CD player, our gorgeous new tipi and a fancy 
microwave oven that will allow the children 
chance to bake, even in our tiny building!  

New resources for preschool

The Curiosity Approach 

Working together as a staff team and with the 
committee we have completed our vision 
setting unit and are pleased to reveal our 
shared vision for Pavilion above. If you have 
any thoughts about this or anything to add, 
please email Julie.  
 
We are still making our way through the main 
environment unit, and you will see we are still 
tweaking areas of the room to fit the ongoing 
needs of the children. 
 
We have also begun a unit on loose parts, 
which are any kind of open-ended resource the 
children can build into their play as whatever 
their imagination suggests. They could be 
anything from drainpipes to old bottle tops, and 
should cost hardly anything at all as they are 
things we might throw away! Please see the 
attached parent information on loose parts and 
look out for the Bin Monster outside preschool 
where you can share your unwanted loose 
parts to be recycled in the children's play.  

Holding hands on a journey of learning, 
adventure and play...  



Things to do...
Incy Wincy Rhymers and Storyhunters. 
Storybarn, Calderstones Park. Join us to 
celebrate National Storytelling Week with 
some extra-special sessions dedicated to A. A. 
Milne’s brilliant stories and poems. 
31st January - 3rd February 
Sessions for 0-3s/3-8s (£3/£4) 
 
Chinese New Year pre-parade 
from Bold Street to Liverpool One 
2nd February 1 - 3 pm (FREE) 
 
Chinese New Year 2019 celebrations 
Lots of activities going on in Chinatown and 
Great George Square to celebrate The Year of 
the Pig, including a traditional Chinese Lion, 
Dragon and Unicorn dance, a firecracker 
display and lots of family arts workshops 
10th February 11:30 - 5:30 pm (FREE)  
www.cultureliverpool.co.uk/cny 
 
Science Fiction Classics FAMILY CONCERT  
Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool. 
10th February 2019 2:30pm (from £11/£8) 
 
Dear Zoo Floral Pavilion, New Brighton 
popular pop-up book by Rod Campbell about 
Ben and Sally's search for a pet is brought to 
the stage with puppets and audience 
participation. 
7th February 1:30pm and 3:30pm 
8th February 11 am and 2pm (from £14.50) 
 
Chinese New Year Activities. Liverpool 
Museums. Join in with different craft activities 
at The Maritime Museum and Museum of 
Liverpool inspired by the Year of the Pig  
2nd, 3rd and 9th February  (FREE, DROP IN) 

Family Yoga with Yoga Bears. Sefton Park 
Palm House. A magical opportunity for all 
adults and children ages 3 + to spend some 
quality time together, and practice the A-Z of 
YogaBears 26 postures designed to meet all 
children at their level providing a fun and 
interactive session. Places are limited please 
email info@yogabears.uk or call 0151 236 1375 
to book.  
10th February 10.00 – 11.00am (£10-£12.50) 
 
Free half-term activities Liverpool Museums. 
From storytelling to hands-on craft sessions, 
there's something for all ages, across the 
museums and galleries. 
15th - 24th February (FREE, DROP IN) 
Of extra special interest to our preschoolers:  
Storytelling at Walker Art Gallery every 
Sunday at 2pm and Billy's Musical Adventure 
at The Maritime Museum Sat 16th February 
at 1pm, 2pm and 3pm 
 
A Winter's Trail - half term fun Speke Hall. 
Jump into the past as Speke Hall reopens. 
Follow the Sleepy House Mouse trail around 
the hall, sit down for storytelling or make 
some winter and nature inspired crafts. 
16th February 10:30-4:00pm (FREE)I 

Icy and frosty activities for home...

Make some easy bird feeders with seed and peanut 
butter/lard and place in your garden or out in the park; 
collect ice from outdoors and experiment breaking it up 
and adding salt; collect leaves and berries and make an
ice sculpture in an old pan; paint the snow using powder 
paint or food colouring; practise cutting by making 
folded paper snowflakes; make snow-dough from 
cornflour and oil; make an igloo with sugar cubes or 
marshmallows. For more ideas try:  
https://theimaginationtree.com/snow-dough-recipe- 
for-winter-sensory/ 
https://artfulparent.com/winter-activities-for-kids/ 
 



Reminders...Upcoming dates...

As the weather is taking an even  colder and 
wetter turn, please ensure children are 
appropriately dressed when they come into 
preschool. 
 
A warm and waterproof coat is essential as 
we are committed to the children learning 
outside every day (unless the rain is 
torrential). Thin tops and body warmers are 
often not warm enough on chilly 
mornings. Wellies are also a good idea, as we 
only have limited pairs for the children to 
borrow. 
 
Extra socks are also essential as these are the 
first things to get wet when children splash in 
muddy puddles. 
 
Please ensure names are written on/inside all 
items of clothing, lunch boxes and water 
bottles. 

Parents/carers of any children 
returning in September 2019, please 
confirm your sessions with Jo if you 
haven't yet done so. 

Friday 15th February  
Preschool closes for half term at normal time  
 
Monday 25th February  
Preschool reopens at normal time 
 
Thursday 7th March 
World Book Day - plans to follow. 
 
Friday 8th March  
Last day for donations to Hope Food Bank  
 
Thursday 21st March @ 9:30am  
Spring Walk to Sudley Field - parent/carer 
volunteers needed  
 
Friday 5th April  
Preschool closes for Easter holidays at normal 
time 
 
 Tuesday 23rd April  
Preschool closed for staff training day  
 
Wednesday 24th April  
Preschool reopens at normal time 
 

Our discussions with the children about 
what people need in the cold winter have 
reminded them about how we shared 
food with Hope Food Bank. 
 
Following the generosity of last year's 
collection, we have decided to collect for 
them again. Like last time we will leave a 
box outside preschool at the end of 
sessions for you to donate non-perishable 
food and toiletries.  
 
We thank you for your ongoing support 
and cooperation.  
 
The Pavilion Team 

Giving to others

Building/garden "Busy bee"

We are hoping to organise a building painting 
working party in the coming weeks as the weather 
improves. Whilst we are dreaming of what our new 
building could be like, our current building is in need 
of some TLC to keep it going.  
 
We will provide all materials, lunch and constant 
cups of tea!  
 
if you are interested in helping us to paint the 
building one weekend please get in touch with 
Julie or Jo.  


