
Autumn 2018 newsletter
Welcome to Pavilion!

Every leaf speaks bliss to me  
Fluttering from the autumn tree. 

What a fantastic start to the year we’ve had at Pavilion! It’s been great to welcome 
back our older children, and to welcome in our brand new children. The long summer 
holiday has been so good to recharge their batteries as they’ve all come back 
brimming with energy and ready to learn! We’ve also welcomed in some new members 
of our staff team – Anne-Marie, Lesley and our trainee practitioner, Mona. Children and 
staff have all settled into new routines easily and are making lovely relationships with 
each other already. 
 
You will have noticed some changes to the classroom and the outdoor learning 
environment, where we have tried to relax the layout of the room to better fit the 
children’s needs and to provide come more physical challenge for them outdoors using 
some recycled resources. So far the children have responded really well to the changes 
– they have more space to move around and extend their games, a nice cosy place to 
curl up with a book and seem to love the responsibility of accessing their own 
resources (and are only needing gentle reminders to put things back!)   
 
We have also made changes to our planning system to offer a more individualised 
approach. Key workers will plan activities for each of their key children, and spend 
more time working directly with their key group. Already staff are seeing the benefits 
of the system as they are getting more time to properly get to know each child. You 
can support this by completing the 'News from Home' sheets, which will not only give 
your child the opportunity to share their news with friends at carpet time, but will let 
their key worker know of any special interests or achievements. You should have had 
notification of your child’s key worker (list also displayed on our board), and should 
you wish to have a quick chat about your child settling in, please ask at drop-off/pick- 
up to arrange a meeting. 

The Curiosity Approach

Here’s some very exciting news…we have just begun our year-long journey to become a 
Curiosity Approach accredited setting. We believe we are the FIRST setting in Liverpool to 
undertake the accreditation programme, and are delighted to be think of the positive 
impact that the training and development we receive will have on the children at Pavilion! 
The Curiosity Approach is an approach to education that promotes awe and wonder, 
inspired by lots of different theories of education including Reggio Emilia and the New 
Zealand Te Whāriki curriculum. Our staff and committee have committed to engaging 
with the programme, and it would be wonderful if you could take a peep at 
thecuriosityapproach.com and support us too (we might ask for collections of beautiful old 
spoons or unwanted bric-a-brac in the not too distant future - you'll understand this when 
you google 'the curiosity approach'!) 

Welcome evening and AGM - 16th October 7:30-8:30 pm

Come along to our welcome evening to meet the staff team, find out how your child has settled and see their 
work. It's a great chance for you to meet each other too! Also, find how to get involved with our preschool 
committee. As a registered charity we must have a committee of trustees to oversee the running of the preschool, 
and this year will have a vacancy for our Chair of Trustees. Committee members also help us to raise valuable 
funds, all of which are ploughed back into our early years provision and resources for your children to enjoy. 



We have been working with a company called 
Impact Fundraising who have been assessing the 
feasibility of our plans for fundraising for a new 
building. 
 
Impact have been advising us on funding streams 
available to us and a plan of action to start the 
process of applications. 
 
Due to the work involved, we are setting up a sub- 
committee purely to concentrate on the Big Build 
fundraising project. Jo will lead this project and we 
are looking for others to join us on this amazing, 
challenging project. We initially need support with 
writing business plans, drafting funding applications 
as well as great fundraising initiatives that can 
engage the wider community in our campaign. 
 
If you would like to get involved or fund out how you 
can help, please get touch with Jo - we really need 
the help of as many people as we can.  

Big Build update

Do you or any of your friends or family work for any 
organisations that provide match funding? Many 
corporate organisations offer this as part of their 
own Corporate Social Responsibility Schemes. Match 
funding does as it says, so organisations will match 
the funds raised by their employee's nominated 
charity. Please let us know if you, a family member 
or friend can help us with match funding. 

Match Funding

Do you any of your friends of family work for 
organisations that offer donations 'in kind'? This 
could be a carpet company, bathroom 
manufacturer, builders merchant etc. who would be 
willing to offer donations of products in return for 
local PR. 
 

Donations 'in kind'

So what have we been up to already?

As you can see, we've been very busy already! We have 
spent lots of time getting to know our new children and 
letting them settle in and get used to us and to each 
other. The children have been learning about what 
makes themselves and others unique, and sharing more 
of their special news from home. Of course, we've also  
blasted off to space in our shed rocket, made one of 
Delyth's special volcanoes erupt and worked together to 
make fantastic dens down the path. 
 
We've spent lots of time outdoors, discussing the 
changes in the weather as Autumn approaches, 
harvesting the last of our tomatoes and planting up our 
tyres with bulbs for the Spring. The children have also 
enjoyed exploring the tyres, logs and rope swings and 
this physical challenge has really built their confidence! 
 
Our changes to the room and planning have given the 
children even more freedom to choose and we've 
noticed that they often select board games to play 
together, which are great for their social and thinking 
skills. Lots of our activities have flowed from stories, 
such as Owl Babies, Bear Hunt and Elmer the 

Elephant, and also from celebrations such as Rosh 
Hashanah and Harvest festival.



Things to do through October...
Liverpool's Dream. Royal De Luxe and the 
Giants will make their third and final visit to 
Liverpool. This year's walking route is a 
whopping 20.6 miles and covers both Liverpool 
City and the Wirral. The main 'walking' action 
kicks off on Friday at 10am from St George's 
Hall Plateau.  
4-7 October (FREE)  
 
Blast Off! FAMILY CONCERT ESPECIALLY FOR 
UNDER 5s. Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool. 
9 October 1pm & 2:45pm £11/£7 
 
Guess how much I love you? Epstein Theatre, 
Liverpool. The classic children's book comes to 
life with songs, games and fun. 
16-17 Oct 2018 (£12.50, FAMILY £45) 
 
Halloween Headgear. Sudley House, 
Liverpool. Join in and create spooky headgear 
for Halloween at this FREE family workshop. 
Choose from Day of the Dead headbands or 
Halloween crowns.  
20th October 2018 (FREE, DROP IN) 
 
Visionary Victorians. Speke Hall and Gardens, 
Liverpool. Head to Speke Hall this October half 
term for fun family activities inspired by 
Victorian inventors and pioneers of scientific 
discovery. 
20 October - 4th November 2018 (FREE) 
 
Chinese Zodiac Mask Making. Liverpool's 
World Museum is giving families the chance to 
take part in Chinese Zodiac Mask Making 
workshops. It's the perfect chance for children 
to get creative, and learn about another 
culture.  
21 Oct 2018 (FREE, DROP IN) 

Spooky Welly Walk. Sefton Park. A two mile, 
Halloween themed, family walk with over 20 
different Trick or Treat activity stations. All 
money raised from this event will go towards 
patients and families living with lung cancer. 
21st October (£5 adult/child, under 2s 
FREE)  
 
Monster Halloween Ball. Sefton Park Palm 
House, Liverpool. A Monster Ball is coming to 
Liverpool this Halloween, complete with 
lantern and mask making. Choose to attend 
workshops in the day where you can make 
lanterns and masks for the evening parade, 
or just turn up for the parade and ball, and 
prepare to party with little monsters.  
24th - 26th October 2018 (£8.25 - £14.30) 
 
Family Activities at Bluecoat, Liverpool. 
Join the Bluecoat for these free family 
activities and dance and movement 
sessions. 
27th- 28th October 2018 (FREE, DROP IN) 
 
Incy Wincy Rhymers and 
Storyhunters. Storybarn, Calderstones 
Park. The regular song and story sessions 
run through the half-term holidays.  
(£3/£4 

Autumn activities to do at home...

Go on a nature walk to collect leaves and other
treasures to look at, sort and count;  make a 
story-stick to remind you of your walk; make a 
leaf collage or leaf printing picture; collect 
apples and blackberries and make a crumble; 
carve a pumpkin and make slime from the 
pulp; make a bird feeder from peanut butter 
and bird seed. For more ideas try:  
https://theimaginationtree.com/50-autumn- 
play-art-activities-kids/ 
 



Reminders...

As the weather is taking a colder and 
wetter turn, please ensure children are 
appropriately dressed when they 
come into preschool. 
 
A warm and waterproof coat is 
essential as we are committed to the 
children learning outside every day 
(unless the rain is torrential). Thin tops 
and body warmers are often not warm 
enough on chilly mornings. Wellies are 
also a good idea, as we only have 
limited pairs for the children to borrow. 
There is such rich potential for learning 
in the outdoors when the children are 
warm and comfortable and therefore 
fully able to engage. 

Please ensure names are written 
on/inside all items of clothing, lunch 
boxes and water bottles

Week commencing Monday 15th October . 
Please ensure all donations to Hope Food 
Bank have been handed in to Pavilion.  
 
Tuesday 16th October 7:30 - 8:30pm  
Pavilion Welcome Meeting and AGM 
(refreshments provided) 
 
Thursday 18th October 9:30am  
Autumn walk to Sudley Field - all volunteers 
welcome! 
 
Week commencing 5th November  
Parents' meetings with key workers - a 
chance for you to find how your child is 
progressing at preschool. Dates/time tbc.  
 
12-16th November  
Children in Need Appeal week  
 
Saturday 1st December 10am - 12pm   
Pavilion Christmas Fayre at St.Ann's Parish 
Hall, Dundonald Road 
 
Thursday 6th December 9:30am  
Nativity play - 50p per ticket  
 
Thursday 13th December 11am - 1pm  
Christmas Party Day 

As part of our discussions about Harvest 
Festival we have invited Nikki Greenwood 
and Reverend Ian Greenwood into 
Pavilion in the last week before half term 
to talk to the children about what a food 
bank is and who may need to use them. 
Prior to this we will be asking all of our 
families to send suitable non-perishable 
food and toiletries into preschool to be 
given to Hope Food Bank. 
 
In November we will also be raising 
money for Children in Need during our 
"spotty week".  
 
We thank you for your ongoing support 
and cooperation. 

Upcoming dates...

Giving to others...

School admissions 2019...

Reception 2019 applications are now open 
www.liverpool.gov.uk/admissions. The closing 
date for applications is 15th January 2019. 
 
You MUST apply to receive your child's 
reception place. 
 
Many schools are offering open days for 
parents to look around, Dovedale Infants are 
having one on Saturday 29th September. 


